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Focusing on Factors You Can Control
EVERY INVESTOR NORMALLY HAS PERSONAL GOALS IN MIND THAT THEY
WOULD LIKE TO ACHIEVE. Although most non-retired adults have some savings, only
36% say their nest egg is “on track,” according to the Federal Reserve. Sometimes,
those eager to boost retirement savings could become more aggressive and start
considering more volatile assets in an attempt to achieve higher returns. Sadly,
this might be a recipe for a huge disappointment. Discipline has always played a
fundamental role in investing and many best practice approaches start by having
investors define their personal goals. (Source: CNBC 6/27/2021)
Knowing what your goals are is traditionally the first step to achieving them. The
second step is creating a plan that is best suited to reach those goals. The third, and
hardest part, is sticking to that plan even through volatile and uncertain times. It is
easy to forget about your financial plan and focus on other aspects of your life when
things are going well. However, when inevitable fluctuations or market moves arrive,
even the steadiest investors could become nervous and veer off course.
Volatility in both equity and bond markets is part of the investing experience. Although
historically, stocks have provided higher long-term returns than bonds or short-term
investments, stock prices are not destined to move in a straight line. Understanding
what you can, and perhaps more importantly, what you cannot control in the investing
world, can help even the savviest investor better weather any storms that arrive.

Three things an investor can
control are:

1
2
3

Your risk tolerance or appetite;

Discipline has
always played
a fundamental
role in investing
and many
best practice
approaches
start by having
investors define
their personal
goals.

What Can Investors Control?
Investors CAN Control: Investors CAN’T Control:

Your time horizon; and
Your behavior.

If you have a firm grasp of each
of these, you should be able to
maintain discipline and remain
calm when volatility and market
fluctuations arise.

RISK
TIME HORIZON
BEHAVIOR
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Risk Tolerance or Appetite
Risk tolerance or appetite is the degree to which
you are able or willing to withstand fluctuations
in the stock market and your portfolio in return
for growth potential. If your risk appetite is
low, you will likely want to be a conservative
investor. If it is high, you are more likely to take
more aggressive moves and accept any potential
downside.
Knowing what your risk appetite is and having
risk awareness should be a part of your financial
strategy.

FOUR GOOD QUESTIONS TO ASK
YOURSELF TO ASSESS YOUR RISK
TOLERANCE ARE:

1

What is my overall financial position?

2

What is my time horizon?

3

Do I have the financial aiblity to
endure market declines?

4

How will I emotionally react to
market volatility?
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Time Horizon
Your time horizon is another vital component that you
can control. Knowing how much time you have to reach
your goals will help you determine other key elements
like your risk tolerance. While no one can determine
what will happen in equity markets during either the
short- or long-term, if your horizon is longer, you may
have more choices or a willingness to take on more
risk. An investor who can commit to a 10-year time
horizon can consider different selections, as compared to
someone who needs to use that money in six months.

No matter
what your time
horizon is, we
suggest focusing
on your personal
timeline instead
of trying to time
the market.

Generally speaking, the investor time horizon can be simplified to three
major classifications: short, medium, and long. Please keep in mind there
is no officially defined time frame for each of these classifications and
the advice on how each should be considered is not universal.

SHORT TERM: Two years or less
MEDIUM TERM: two to ten years
LONG TERM:
Ten years or more
Determining what your time horizon is will allow you to develop a plan
around that timeline. While long-term investing typically could give you a
better chance at minimizing any anxieties that could be caused by shortterm market noise or volatility, some investors can have a medium- to
short-term horizon. No matter what your time horizon is, we suggest
focusing on your personal timeline instead of trying to time the market.
By helping you determine what your specific time horizons are, we can
help you establish a financial strategy that is best suited to help you
pursue your goals.

It is important that you determine your risk
appetite before making investment choices.
Considering your comfort level, emotional
capacity to ride out volatility, and your time
frame for investing before making your final
decisions is crucial when implementing your
financial plan.

Investor Behavior
While you can determine your risk
and time horizons, ultimately, your
A foundational
ability to emotionally endure the ups
rule of investing
and downs of your investments will
behavior is,
be a primary factor. A foundational
rule of investing behavior is, don’t
don’t panic!
panic! In times of market volatility,
many investors tend to become
unnerved and anxious. This is usually not the best mindset to
make rational decisions.

As your financial professional, one of our primary
goals is to help you create a plan that considers
your risk appetite. If you are not sure what your
risk appetite is, call us so we can assess your
situation and determine this with you.

Medium

If you have not had a chance please take some
time to peruse our new website. Also, please take
the opportunity to share feedback, both positive
and negative, on the new website with us!

Instead of making an emotion-based decision, three
questions you need to ask yourself are:
1.

Have my financial timelines changed?

2.

Have my financial goals changed?

3.

Has my risk tolerance changed?

Our goal is to help clients avoid making impulsive investing
decisions. If you answer “yes” to any of these questions, we
suggest you call us to discuss those changes before making any
decisions.
We want to make sure you are comfortable with your
investments. Equity markets will always have the potential to
move up and down. Even if your time horizons are long, shortterm downward movements in your portfolios are possible.
Make sure your investing plan is centered on your personal
goals and timelines.

TIME HORIZONS

Short

We have a new website!

Our primary responsibility is to focus
on your personal financial goals.

Long

We still maintain a “proceed with caution”
approach. If your risk tolerance or goals have
changed, or if you have any questions or
concerns, please call us.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+
Years

For illustrative purposes only. There is no officially defined time frame for each of these
classifications and the advice on how each should be considered is not universal.

Our Team
Certified Financial Planner
Board of Standards Inc.
owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™, CFP® (with plaque
design) and CFP® (with flame
design) in the U.S., which it
awards to individuals who
successfully complete CFP
Board’s initial and ongoing
certification requirements.
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Retired, no longer
affiliated with RJFS
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Jared Roskelley, CFP®
Certified Financial
PlannerTM, Professional,
President & Director of
Financial Planning, JRWA

Matthew Clay,
Director of Investment
Management, JRWA
Financial Advisor, RJFS

Kyle Robertson, CFP®
Certified Financial
PlannerTM, Professional,
Director of Operations,
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Barbara J. Sutton, ChFC®
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Senior Vice-President,
Certified Financial
PlannerTM, Professional, JRWA
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Darin Shebesta, CFP®
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Antone P. Keller
Registered Principal

Jenni Peed
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Jessica Deckard      
Senior Registered Client Senior Registered Client Client Concierge
Service Associate
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Conclusion
Risk tolerance, time horizon, and your behavior should
all be considered when investing. Many investors may
feel they have the emotional fortitude to withstand
volatility, however, they may not have the financial
stability to ride it out. Conversely, some investors
may have
the financial
stability and
time horizon
but simply
have a high
aversion to
any sort of
financial
loss or
fluctuations.
As your
financial
professional, we take all these key elements into
consideration when assessing your financial pictures
and determining a plan that gives you the best chance
to achieve your goals. We are always available to revisit
your financial holdings to make sure they are still
compatible with your timeline goals and risk tolerance.
As a reminder, please keep us apprised of any changes
(such as health issues or changes in your retirement
goals). The more knowledge we have about your
unique financial situation the better equipped we will
be to best advise you.

AT JACKSON/ROSKELLEY WEALTH
ADVISORS, we believe that asking thoughtful questions
can lead to successful financial plans
You won’t find one-size-fits-all strategies or cookie-cutter
advice. We design custom financial plans that integrate
each point where your money and life intersect, balancing
investment, insurance, estate and tax planning decisions. Our
principles date back to 1994 when our founder Bob Jackson
began his mission to provide objective financial guidance to
individuals and families.
As a team, we’re here to help you manage your money well –
and through great questions and engaging dialogue, help you
enjoy your life thoroughly.

Complimentary Financial
Check-up
We provide prompt, personal and
highly professional services. If you
are not currently a client of Jackson
Roskelley Wealth Advisors, we would
like to offer you a complimentary,
one-hour private
consultation with one
of our professionals at
absolutely no cost or obligation to you.
Please call Kyle Robertson at 480.609.1055.
He’d be happy to assist you!

WE PRIDE OURSELVES IN OFFERING:
• Consistent and strong communication,
• A schedule of regular client meetings,
and
• Continuing education for every member
of our team on the issues that affect our
clients.
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Jackson Roskelley Wealth Advisors is not a registered broker/dealer, nor is it affiliated with Raymond James Financial Services. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Investment
advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Advisors, Inc. and Jackson Roskelley Wealth Advisors.
Note: The views stated in this letter are not necessarily the opinion of Raymond James and should not be construed, directly or indirectly, as an offer to buy or sell any securities mentioned herein. Investors should be aware that
there are risks inherent in all investments, such as fluctuations in investment principal. With any investment vehicle, past performance is not a guarantee of future results. Material discussed herewith is meant for general illustration
and/or informational purposes only, please note that individual situations can vary. Therefore, the information should be relied upon when coordinated with individual professional advice. This material contains forward looking
statements and projections. There are no guarantees that these results will be achieved. Please note, changes in tax laws may occur at any time and could have a substantial impact upon each person’s situation. While we are
familiar with the tax provisions of the issues presented herein, as Financial Advisors of RJFS, we are not qualified to render advice on tax or legal matters. You should discuss tax or legal matters with the appropriate professional.
Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Due to volatility within the markets mentioned, opinions are subject to change without notice. Information is based on sources believed to be reliable; however, their accuracy or
completeness cannot be guaranteed. Sources: Fidelity.com, Wall Street Journal, Barron’s, Forbes.com, bankrate.com, Yahoo! Finance Academy of Preferred Financial Advisors, Inc.© Holding investments for the long term does not
insure a profitable outcome. Investing involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss regardless of strategy selected.
Inclusion of these indexes is for illustrative purposes only. Keep in mind that individuals cannot invest directly in any index, and index performance does not include transaction costs or other fees, which will affect actual investment
performance. Individual investor’s results will vary. Past performance does not guarantee future results. The S&P 500 is an unmanaged index of 500 widely held stocks that is generally considered representative of the U.S. stock
market. The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA), commonly known as “The Dow” is an index representing 30 stock of companies maintained and reviewed by the editors of the Wall Street Journal. Links are being provided for
information purposes only. Raymond James is not affiliated with and does not endorse, authorize or sponsor any of the listed websites or their respective sponsors. Raymond James is not responsible for the content of any website
or the collection or use of information regarding any website’s users and/or members.
This information was developed by the Academy of Preferred Financial Advisors, Inc, an independent third party, for financial advisor use. Information contained herein was received from sources believed to be reliable, but accuracy
is not guaranteed. Investing in oil involves special risks, including the potential adverse effects of state and federal regulation and may not be suitable for all investors. Rebalancing a non-retirement account could be a taxable event
that may increase your tax liability. Unless certain criteria are met, Roth IRA owners must be 59½ or older and have held the IRA for five years before tax-free withdrawals are permitted. Additionally, each converted amount may be
subject to its own five-year holding period. Converting a traditional IRA into a Roth IRA has tax implications. Investors should consult a tax advisor before deciding to do a conversion.
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